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	Congrats, Klondike Derby Winners!
Congrats to Troop 469 participants in the March 5 Klondike Derby at Moir Park. You represented our troop well, demonstrating strength, skill, cunning, courage, and you took first place, crushing the competition! Congrats to Kieran Hammer, Nick Brazel, Jason Miller, Wyatt Olson, Derek Steward, Nelson Anderson, Taylor Jensen, and Taig and Teo Volante.
Sat. Mar. 12 – Base Camp

Join the troop as we gather at Northern Star Council’s newest scout facility – Base Camp! (This is the event that was previously scheduled for Feb. 20 and got “snowed out.”) Experience the climbing wall, high ropes course (must be >14) and a space shuttle simulator. Enjoy pizza. Bring a friend. Bring a football or a Frisbee to toss around indoors. Meet at Base Camp at 2 p.m. and enjoy all that it has to offer until 6 p.m. (Pizza at 5:00!) 

Base Camp is located off of Highway 55 and Bloomington Road in Fort Snelling. Due to the unincorporated nature of the area, not all mapping sites have matching information. Download a map with driving directions. 
IMPORTANT: If you have already filled out the Medical form for your scout and turned it in, Ross Dunbar will have those with him. If you did not yet fill out a medical form, download the form and complete it, and bring it with you to Base Camp on Saturday. Plan to pay your $5.00 fee to Ross at sign-in as well.

 

Scouts, remember to bring an extra pair of shoes. You won’t be able to wear your boots inside the building. Also, please were your class Bs (if you have them). Questions? Email Ross at rkd10141@msn.com or call him at (952) 835-6399.
Mar. 14 – Board of Review
Ready to advance in rank?  You must go before a Board of Review consisting of parents and leaders.  But before that, you need a Scoutmaster’s conference.  Contact Mr. Whitson (kentwhitson@msn.com) in advance to schedule a conference.
Mar. 18-20 – Campout at Fred C. Anderson

It’s almost spring and that means Scout campout season again! Our first weekend campout of 2011 is at Fred C. Anderson Scout Camp. 
For you newer scouts, Fred C. Andersen Scout Camp is located just five miles northeast of Stillwater, Minnesota. The camp boasts 260 acres along the St. Croix River. Campout planning for this campout will take place at our regular Mon., March 14 Scout meeting.

Sink or Swim
Any scouts who still have requirements to complete for their swimming merit badge should contact Ann Allen, Swimming Merit Badge counselor, at ann_a@comcast.net. She’ll work with you to get a pool session or two scheduled to finish the badge. Scouts will need to have their blue swimming merit badge card from camp, so that we know which requirements are still needed. Thanks!  

Sat., April 30 - Shotgun Merit Badge Opportunity

Ten Ring with Metro Gun Club is offering Scouts the opportunity to earn the shotgun merit badge with three separate classes, held at the Metro Gun Club in Blaine. Each class is a patrol of up to sixteen scouts. Each patrol will start in the classroom then move to the trap field for the shooting portion. Activities begin at 9:00 and they will present it complete start to finish. If a Scout has a partial merit badge -- no problem, just let them know what sections he needs to complete.
The class takes about four hours. Lunch is not scheduled but there will be breaks and Metro sells snacks and other goodies (or bring your own.) For a complete description of the class including a cost estimate, timeline etc., please visit www.tenring.org.
To register for this class, visit the “Events” page of their website and complete a registration form. A responsible adult should complete all the information and submit it. Upon registration, they will send you an email confirming the Scout’s spot in the class. They’ll also include a map, a permission slip and a PDF copy of the workbook. For more info, email meritbadge@tenring.org or call (763) 269-7795. NOTE: Ten Ring is a non-profit organization focused on firearm and archery training for youth and leaders. 
Reminder: Youth Protection Training
If you have not already done so, or it has been more than two years since the last time, check out the online Youth Protection training course. The course only takes less than an hour and is available on the www.NorthernStarBSA.org website. This training is: 
· Strongly encouraged for all parents 
· Required for parents who will be going on overnight campouts. 
It is important for both scouts and parents to know what the expectations are and how we can keep the scouts, and parents, safe. 
After completing your training, print a copy of the completion certificate for your records, send a copy to the Dan Patch District Coordinator (cirle@northernstarbsa.org) and include our troop number (469) so that you’ll be properly registered.

WANTED: Leaders and Merit Badge Counselors
We need adult leaders and merit badge counselors to help our scouts continue to advance their skills and rank advancement. Please consider sharing your expertise with scouts. 
· If you are interested in becoming an Assistant Scoutmaster or serving in another adult leadership role, contact Scoutmaster Kent Whitson. 

· If you want to complete a merit badge counselor application or for a current list of merit badge counselors in the area, connect with Dennis Postler (dennis.postler@foth.com or 612-759-5026).
High Adventure: Philmont Planning

BSA High Adventures are a highlight of the Scouting experience. We’re still on the waiting list for Philmont Scout Ranch – one of the premiere U.S. high adventure camps. We don’t know our position on the waiting list, but if we are offered reservation, we may have a short amount of time in which to make a commitment. Please consider the possibility of attending Philmont in the summer of 2012. 
Alternative strategies are also being considered: Northern Star Council receives upwards of 100 slots per summer, which then forms ad hoc crews comprised of Scouts/adults from multiple Troops. Troop 469 may be able to exclusively fill out a crew or two in 2012. Interested? Our troop contact is Ted Winker at 952-854-3941.



Key Upcoming Dates
	Day
	Date
	Type
	Time
	Location
	Event

	Mon
	3/14
	Troop
	7 p.m.
	NHUMC
	Campout Planning & Board of Review

	Fri-Sun
	3/18-20
	Troop
	5 p.m.
	Fred C. Anderson 

Scout Camp
	Camping

	Mon
	3/21
	Troop
	7 p.m.
	NHUMC
	Court of Honor

	Mon
	3/28
	Troop
	None
	None
	No Meeting (Spring Break 3/28-4/5)

	APRIL
	
	
	
	
	

	Mon
	4/4
	Troop
	None
	None
	No Meeting (Spring Break)

	Sat
	4/9
	Parent
	7:30 a.m.
	NHUMC
	Monthly Parent Meeting

	Sat
	4/9
	Troop
	9 a.m.
	NHUMC (Normandale Lake)
	Service Project - Lake Clean Up

	Mon
	4/11
	Troop
	7 p.m.
	NHUMC
	Campout Planning

	Fri-Sun
	4/15-17
	Troop
	5 p.m.
	Eagle Cave
	Camping

	Mon
	4/18
	Troop
	7 p.m.
	NHUMC
	TLC

	Fri
	4/22
	School
	None
	
	No School

	Sun
	4/24
	n/a
	n/a
	n/a
	Easter

	Mon
	4/25
	Troop
	None
	None
	No Meeting (No School)

	Thu
	4/28
	Troop
	TBD
	NHUMC
	Service Project - Scouting for Food

	Sat
	4/30
	Troop
	TBD
	NHUMC
	Service Project - Scouting for Food

	Sat
	4/30
	Opt.
	9 a.m.
	Metro Gun Club, Blaine
	Ten Ring Shooting Merit Badge opportunity (see article in this newsletter)

	Fri-Sun
	5/6-8
	Camping
	5 p.m.
	Cleary Lake Three Rivers Park
	Parent Mtg; Potluck; Pig Roast; Order of Arrow Call Out


Looking ahead
Boundary Waters Canoe Area (BWCA) – June 15-23, 2011
Many Point Scout Camp – July 24-30, 2011
Thanks for your support!
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